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LOCAL LANGUAGE TEST
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Rules You Must Know
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SBI Clerk Local Language is an important eligibility and selection requirement for candidates applying

for the Junior Associate (Customer Support & Sales) post in State Bank of India.

A candidate must be proficient in the specified local language of the State or Union Territory for which the

application is submitted. This proficiency generally covers reading, writing, speaking and understanding the

selected language.

Understanding the SBI Clerk Local Language rule before choosing a State is essential because the language

requirement is linked to the State/UT vacancy.

Important: Candidates should not select a State only because the vacancy count is high. They

should first check whether they can comfortably communicate in the specified language and whether

they have valid Class 10 or Class 12 proof of having studied that language.

Quick Overview
Exam SBI Clerk / Junior Associate

Language Requirement Specified local language of the applied State/UT

Skills Checked Reading, Writing, Speaking and Understanding

Test Stage After provisional selection / Main Exam stage and before joining, where
applicable

Exemption Possible with Class 10 or 12 proof of studying the specified local language

Official Authority State Bank of India

What Is the Local Language Requirement?
The SBI Clerk Local Language Requirement ensures that a selected Junior Associate can communicate

effectively with customers in the region where he or she is posted.

SBI recruits Junior Associates on a State/UT basis, so local communication ability is important for branch-level

customer service, routine banking work and interaction with customers.

For the SBI Clerk Local Language Requirement, candidates should be able to read, write, speak and understand

the language specified for the State/UT.

The exact language can differ from one State to another. In some States, more than one language may be listed,

and candidates may have to choose one specified language while submitting the application.

Is Local Language Compulsory for SBI Clerk?
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Yes, the SBI Clerk Local Language condition is an important part of the recruitment process. Applying for a

particular State/UT means that the candidate is expected to have proficiency in the specified opted local language

for that State/UT.

Candidates should therefore verify the language column in the official vacancy table before completing their

application.

Note: The SBI Clerk Local Language Requirement should not be confused with the medium of the

Preliminary or Main examination. The examination may be available in several languages, while the

local language requirement is connected to the State/UT for which the candidate has applied.

Who Has to Appear for the Local Language Test?
Under the SBI Clerk Local Language rules, provisionally selected candidates who cannot produce acceptable

Class 10 or Class 12 proof showing that they studied the specified opted local language may have to appear for

the SBI Clerk Language Proficiency Test, commonly referred to as LLPT or SBI Clerk LPT.

If a candidate has already studied the SBI Clerk Local Language specified for the applied State/UT in Class 10 or

Class 12 and can produce the required marksheet or certificate, the candidate may not be required to undergo the

language test.

The documentary proof must clearly support the claimed language.

SBI Clerk Local Language Test Exemption?
The biggest SBI Clerk Local Language Exemption under the SBI Clerk Local Language rule is based on

school-level documentary evidence.

Candidates who produce a Class 10 or Class 12 marksheet or certificate showing that they studied the specified

opted local language are generally exempted from the language proficiency test.

Important: Simply being able to speak a language does not automatically create a document-based

exemption. If the specified language is not shown in the accepted Class 10 or Class 12 record, the

candidate should be prepared to appear for the language proficiency test when called by SBI.

When Is the SBI Clerk Language Test Conducted?
The SBI Clerk Local Language test is conducted at a later stage of recruitment for candidates to whom it applies.

According to SBI recruitment rules, the test is held after the relevant online selection stage/provisional selection

and before joining the Bank. Therefore, candidates should not ignore language preparation after the Main

examination.

A candidate who fails the SBI Clerk Local Language proficiency requirement can lose the opportunity for

appointment even after performing well in the Main examination.

This makes the language stage a qualifying requirement that should be taken seriously.

What Is Checked in the Local Language Proficiency Test?
The SBI Clerk Language Proficiency Test is designed to determine whether a candidate can use the opted

language in practical situations.

The official recruitment notice indicates that the language proficiency assessment can include non-verbal/written

components and a verbal component.

1 Ability to understand the local language

1 Basic reading comprehension
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1 Basic written response

1 Correct understanding of common words and sentences

1 Ability to speak and respond in the language

1 Everyday communication suitable for customer-facing banking work

Candidates preparing for the SBI Clerk Local Language test should focus on practical communication rather than

only memorising grammar rules.

Reading local newspapers, writing short passages, practising common banking terms and speaking regularly in

the opted language can improve confidence.

State-Wise Local Language Examples
The SBI Clerk State Wise Local Language differs according to the State/UT and the vacancy notification.

Candidates must always rely on the language mentioned against their chosen State in the current SBI recruitment

advertisement.

Some common examples are shown below only for easy understanding.

State/UT Common Specified Language(s)

Gujarat Gujarati

Maharashtra Marathi

Karnataka Kannada

Tamil Nadu Tamil

Kerala Malayalam

Odisha Odia

Punjab Punjabi / Hindi as notified

Uttar Pradesh Hindi / Urdu as notified

Bihar Hindi / Urdu as notified

West Bengal Bengali / other notified option

Reminder: Because the SBI Clerk Local Language list can be notification-specific, candidates should

not rely only on an old article, coaching video or previous-year vacancy table. Always cross-check the

latest official SBI advertisement before selecting the State and language.

Can You Apply for SBI Clerk from Another State?
Yes, a candidate may apply for an SBI Clerk vacancy in another State subject to the eligibility conditions in the

notification, but the SBI Clerk Local Language requirement of that State still applies.

Applying from another State does not remove the responsibility to know the specified opted local language.

For example, if a candidate lives in one State but applies for vacancies in another State, the candidate should first

confirm the specified local language listed for the destination State.

Candidates should also consider the posting and transfer conditions because Junior Associate recruitment is

State/UT based.

Documents Required for Local Language Exemption
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For the SBI Clerk Local Language Documents required for exemption, candidates should keep their original Class

10 or Class 12 marksheet/certificate and relevant photocopies ready.

The document should clearly show that the specified opted language was studied at the required school level.

If the document does not provide clear evidence, SBI may require the candidate to take the language test.

How to Prepare for the Language Test
1 Read one short newspaper article daily in the opted language.

2 Write a paragraph of 100-150 words every day.

3 Practise introducing yourself and answering common questions.

4 Learn common banking and customer-service vocabulary.

5 Practise reading passages aloud to improve fluency.

6 Ask a fluent speaker to correct pronunciation and sentence formation.

Preparing consistently for the local language test is usually more effective than studying heavily for only a few

days.

Candidates who already speak the language at home should still practise reading and writing if they do not have a

school certificate that gives them exemption.

Common Mistakes Candidates Should Avoid
1 Selecting a State without checking its specified language.

1 Assuming spoken knowledge alone guarantees exemption.

1 Confusing exam medium with the State-specific language requirement.

1 Ignoring Class 10 and Class 12 documentary proof.

1 Waiting until the final stage to begin reading and writing practice.

1 Relying on a previous-year language list without checking the current notification.

Final Advice for Candidates
The SBI Clerk Local Language rule can directly affect final appointment, so candidates should verify the language

requirement before submitting the form.

If you have Class 10 or Class 12 proof showing the notified language, keep the document ready. If you do not

have such proof, start preparing for the language proficiency test well in advance.

Most importantly, treat the SBI Clerk Local Language requirement as a core eligibility and joining condition rather

than a formality.

Check the latest official SBI notification for the State-wise language, test instructions and any changes applicable

to the current recruitment cycle.

Frequently Asked Questions

1. What is the SBI Clerk Local Language Test?

The SBI Clerk Local Language Test is conducted to check whether a provisionally selected candidate can
read, write, speak and understand the specified local language of the State or UT applied for.
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2. Is the SBI Clerk Local Language Test compulsory for everyone?

No. Candidates who can produce a Class 10 or Class 12 marksheet or certificate showing that they studied
the specified opted local language are generally exempt from the Local Language Test.

3. When is the SBI Clerk Local Language Test conducted?

For candidates who are required to take it, the SBI Clerk Local Language Test is conducted after provisional
selection and before joining the bank.

4. What happens if I fail the SBI Clerk Local Language Test?

A candidate who fails to qualify the required Local Language Test or is found not proficient in the specified
local language will not be offered appointment.

5. Can I avoid the SBI Clerk Local Language Test with a Class 10 certificate?

Yes. If your Class 10 or Class 12 marksheet or certificate proves that you studied the specified opted local
language, SBI normally does not require you to appear for the language test.

6. Is the SBI Clerk Local Language Test part of the final selection?

Yes, wherever applicable. SBI states that final selection is subject to verification of eligibility and qualifying the
specified opted local language test.

7. Is the SBI Clerk Local Language Test conducted before Mains?

No. The language test, wherever applicable, is conducted after provisional selection based on the recruitment
process and before joining SBI.

8. Which local language should I know for SBI Clerk?

You should be proficient in the specified local language prescribed by SBI for the State or UT for which you
apply. Candidates should carefully check the State-wise language requirement in the official recruitment
notification.

9. Does the SBI Clerk Local Language Test affect Mains marks?

The Local Language Test is a qualifying requirement rather than a stage used to add marks to the final merit
score. The Main Examination aggregate is considered for preparation of the merit list, subject to other
eligibility and language requirements.

10. What documents are required for SBI Clerk Local Language exemption?

Candidates seeking exemption should be able to produce a Class 10 or Class 12 marksheet or certificate
showing that they studied the specified opted local language. Candidates should follow the exact document
requirements mentioned in the applicable SBI Clerk notification.
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