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IBPS PO Best Books 2026 can help candidates build concepts, improve speed and accuracy, and practise

according to the latest CRP PO/MT-XVI examination pattern. For effective IBPS PO preparation, candidates

should avoid collecting too many resources and instead choose a small set of reliable books for Reasoning,

Quantitative Aptitude, English Language, General/Economy/Banking/Digital/Financial Awareness, Data

Analysis & Interpretation, and Descriptive English. This guide lists subject-wise books for both beginners

and repeaters and also explains how to use them for Prelims and Mains.

Latest IBPS PO 2026 Update

IBPS is conducting the 2026 recruitment cycle under CRP PO/MT-XVI. The IBPS PO Preliminary

Examination was conducted on 22 and 23 August 2026, while the official IBPS calendar schedules the

Main Examination for 4 October 2026. The revised 2026 Mains pattern has separate sections for 

Reasoning, General/Economy/Banking/Digital/Financial Awareness including RBI Circulars, 

English Language, and Data Analysis & Interpretation, followed by a Descriptive Paper of Essay

and Comprehension. Candidates should always check the latest notice on the official IBPS website.

IBPS PO Best Books 2026: Overview

Particular Details

Exam Name IBPS PO 2026 (CRP PO/MT-XVI)

Conducting Body Institute of Banking Personnel Selection (IBPS)

Exam Stages Prelims, Mains, Personality Test & Common Interview

Preparation Level Prelims + Mains

https://www.ibps.in/


Particular Details

Recommended For Beginners & Repeaters

Prelims Subjects English Language, Quantitative Aptitude & Reasoning Ability

Mains Objective

Subjects

Reasoning; General/Economy/Banking/Digital/Financial Awareness; English Language; Data

Analysis & Interpretation

Descriptive Paper Essay & Comprehension

Article Purpose Subject-wise Best Book Recommendations for IBPS PO Preparation

IBPS PO Best Books 2026: Quick Subject-Wise List

Subject Recommended Books Best Use

Reasoning Ability A Modern Approach to Verbal & Non-Verbal Reasoning;

Analytical Reasoning; A New Approach to Reasoning: Verbal,

Non-Verbal & Analytical; Magical Book on Puzzles

Concepts, logical reasoning,

puzzles and seating

arrangement

Quantitative Aptitude Quantitative Aptitude for Competitive Examinations; Magical

Book on Quicker Maths; Fast Track Objective Arithmetic

Arithmetic concepts,

calculation speed and

practice

Data Analysis &

Interpretation

How to Prepare for Data Interpretation for CAT; quality

banking-exam DI practice sets and previous year papers

Advanced Mains-level DI

practice

English Language Objective General English; High School English Grammar &

Composition; Word Power Made Easy

Grammar, vocabulary and

reading skills

General/Economy/

Banking/Financial

Awareness

Banking Awareness by Arihant; monthly current affairs; RBI

and official government updates

Banking concepts and current

developments

Descriptive English Descriptive English practice material, editorials and current-

issue notes

Essay and comprehension

practice

Why Choosing the Right Books for IBPS PO 2026 is Important?

The quality of your preparation depends heavily on the quality of your study material. Many aspirants purchase

multiple books for every subject, but too many resources can create confusion and reduce revision time.

Choosing a few trusted IBPS PO preparation books helps you:

Build strong conceptual understanding.

Practice chapter-wise and exam-oriented questions.

Learn efficient calculation and solving techniques.

Improve speed, accuracy and question selection.

Prepare according to the latest IBPS PO exam pattern.

Strengthen weak areas through structured revision.

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Use mock tests and previous year papers more effectively.

Instead of following several books simultaneously, complete one standard concept book, practise a reliable

question bank, and then shift to timed mock tests and previous year questions. For the 2026 cycle, candidates

preparing for Mains should especially align their study material with the revised section-wise pattern.

Best Books for IBPS PO 2026 Reasoning Ability

Reasoning Ability is tested in Prelims and remains a major part of the 2026 Mains examination. Candidates

should develop a strong base in logical reasoning and then move to high-level puzzles and seating

arrangements. Important areas commonly prepared for banking exams include puzzles, seating arrangement,

syllogism, coding-decoding, blood relation, inequalities, input-output, direction sense, logical reasoning and data

sufficiency.

Best Reasoning Books for IBPS PO 2026

Book Name Author Why Recommended

A Modern Approach to Verbal & Non-

Verbal Reasoning

Dr. R.S. Aggarwal Useful for building reasoning fundamentals with a large

variety of practice questions.

Analytical Reasoning M.K. Pandey Useful for analytical and logical reasoning concept building.

A New Approach to Reasoning:

Verbal, Non-Verbal & Analytical

B.S. Sijwali &

Indu Sijwali

Suitable for structured practice from basic to higher-level

reasoning.

Magical Book on Puzzles K. Kundan Useful as an additional practice source for puzzles and

seating arrangement after concepts are clear.

Important Reasoning Topics for IBPS PO

Seating Arrangement

Floor-Based Puzzle

Box, Scheduling and Comparison Puzzles

Circular and Linear Arrangement

Blood Relation

Coding-Decoding

Syllogism

Inequality

Direction Sense

Input-Output

Logical Reasoning

Data Sufficiency
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💡 Preparation Tip

Use R.S. Aggarwal or B.S. Sijwali for foundation practice. Add M.K. Pandey for analytical reasoning

and use a dedicated puzzle book only after you are comfortable with standard arrangements. For Mains,

timed puzzle sets and mock tests are essential because a book alone cannot simulate sectional

pressure.

Best Books for IBPS PO 2026 Quantitative Aptitude

Quantitative Aptitude is tested in Prelims, while the Mains examination separately tests Data Analysis &

Interpretation. Candidates should first master arithmetic and calculation skills before moving to complex DI

sets. A good combination of concept books, speed-maths practice and timed DI sets works better than relying

on one resource for everything.

Best Quantitative Aptitude Books for IBPS PO 2026

Book Name Author Why Recommended

Quantitative Aptitude for

Competitive Examinations

Dr. R.S.

Aggarwal

Strong foundation for arithmetic and chapter-wise quantitative

practice.

Magical Book on Quicker Maths M. Tyra Useful for calculation techniques, speed maths and faster problem

solving.

Fast Track Objective Arithmetic Rajesh

Verma

Provides extensive arithmetic practice and shortcut-based

approaches.

How to Prepare for Data

Interpretation for CAT

Arun Sharma Can be used selectively for advanced DI concepts and difficult data

sets after banking-level basics are strong.

Important Quant and DI Topics

Simplification

Approximation

Number Series

Quadratic Equations

Data Interpretation

Caselet DI

Data Sufficiency

Percentage

Profit & Loss

Ratio & Proportion

Average

Time & Work

Time, Speed & Distance
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Partnership

Simple & Compound Interest

Mixture & Allegation

Probability

Permutation & Combination

💡 Preparation Tip

Begin with R.S. Aggarwal or Fast Track Objective Arithmetic for concepts and arithmetic practice.

Use M. Tyra to sharpen calculations. For Mains, prioritise bank-exam level DI sets, previous year

questions and sectional mocks; use Arun Sharma selectively for additional advanced DI practice rather

than treating it as a banking-specific book.

Best Books for IBPS PO 2026 English Language

The English Language section is part of both Prelims and Mains. Candidates need grammar, vocabulary,

reading comprehension and contextual usage. The 2026 Mains also includes a separate Descriptive Paper

consisting of Essay and Comprehension, so regular reading and writing practice is important along with

objective English preparation.

Best English Books for IBPS PO 2026

Book Name Author Why Recommended

Objective General English S.P. Bakshi Exam-oriented grammar, verbal ability, comprehension and

objective practice.

High School English Grammar &

Composition

Wren &

Martin

Useful for strengthening core grammar concepts.

Word Power Made Easy Norman

Lewis

Useful for systematic vocabulary building and correct word

usage.

Important English Topics for IBPS PO

Reading Comprehension

Cloze Test

Error Detection

Fill in the Blanks

Sentence Improvement

Para Jumbles

Word Usage

Vocabulary

Synonyms & Antonyms
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Idioms & Phrases

Grammar Rules

💡 Preparation Tip

Use Wren & Martin only for grammar concepts, Word Power Made Easy for vocabulary, and Objective

General English for competitive-exam practice. Read a quality newspaper or editorial regularly to

improve comprehension and collect ideas for the descriptive Essay.

Best Books for IBPS PO 2026 General, Economy, Banking, Digital
& Financial Awareness

The 2026 Mains gives major importance to General/Economy/Banking Awareness, Digital/Financial

Awareness and RBI Circulars. This section changes continuously, so a static book should be used only for

concepts. Current affairs, RBI updates, banking developments, government schemes, Budget and Economic

Survey-related developments must be revised from recent and reliable sources.

Best General Awareness Books and Sources

Book / Source Author / Publisher Why Recommended

Banking Awareness | Complete

Revised Edition 2025 | English

Medium

Anshu & Shoaib Khan

(Arihant Publications)

Useful for banking, economy and financial concepts;

choose the latest available edition.

Lucent's General Knowledge Lucent Publication Useful as a reference for selected static GK topics, but it

should not replace current banking awareness

preparation.

Monthly Current Affairs Magazine /

PDF

Reliable Current Affairs

Provider

Useful for monthly revision of banking, economy,

national and international current affairs.

RBI Official Website and Circulars Reserve Bank of India Primary source for RBI-related updates, notifications

and circular-based preparation.

💡 Preparation Tip

Do not rely on an annual GK book alone for IBPS PO Mains. Revise recent current affairs, banking and

financial updates repeatedly, and cover important RBI circulars and official developments. Use a static

banking-awareness book only to understand concepts such as monetary policy, banking terms, payment

systems and financial institutions.
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Best Books for IBPS PO 2026 Descriptive English

The revised IBPS PO 2026 Mains pattern includes a Descriptive Paper of Essay and Comprehension.

Therefore, candidates should not prepare only old letter-writing formats. Preparation should focus on clear

English expression, structured essays, comprehension, vocabulary, grammar and awareness of current

economic, social, banking, technology and ethical issues.

How to Prepare Descriptive English

Write 2-3 timed essays every week.

Practise comprehension passages under a strict time limit.

Read editorials to improve ideas, vocabulary and sentence structure.

Prepare notes on banking, economy, technology, social issues and current events.

Review grammar, coherence, paragraph structure and word economy after each practice attempt.

IBPS PO 2026 Computer Aptitude Books: Are They Required?

Computer Aptitude was mentioned in older IBPS PO Mains patterns as part of a combined Reasoning &

Computer Aptitude section. However, candidates preparing for CRP PO/MT-XVI 2026 should follow the

revised 2026 pattern, in which the Mains section is listed as Reasoning rather than a separate Computer

Aptitude test. Therefore, buying a dedicated Computer Aptitude book is not a priority for IBPS PO 2026

preparation unless you are also preparing for another examination that explicitly includes Computer Awareness

or Computer Aptitude.

If you still want a general computer-awareness reference for other banking or competitive examinations, books

such as Objective Computer Awareness by Arihant Experts can be used as supplementary material. Always

prioritise the syllabus and pattern mentioned in the latest official notification for the exam you are targeting.

How to Choose the Best Books for IBPS PO 2026

Match the latest syllabus: Do not buy a book only because it is popular; check whether its topics match the

current exam.

Prefer concept + practice: Choose one concept book and one question source instead of multiple similar

books.

Use latest editions where updates matter: This is especially important for Banking Awareness and

current-affairs based material.

Do not replace mocks with books: Books build skill, but sectional and full-length mocks build exam

temperament.

Practise previous year questions: They help you understand recurring concepts and actual difficulty

trends.

Revise more than you collect: Repeated revision of limited resources is usually more effective than

constantly changing books.
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Best Book Strategy for IBPS PO Prelims and Mains

Preparation

Stage
What to Use Main Goal

Foundation One standard book per weak subject Concept clarity

Topic Practice Chapter-wise questions and topic tests Accuracy and method selection

Prelims Practice Previous year questions + sectional mocks Speed and cut-off oriented

preparation

Mains Practice High-level puzzles, DI, GA revision and descriptive practice Advanced question selection and

depth

Final Revision Error notebook, formulas, current affairs notes and full

mocks

Consistency under exam conditions

Conclusion

Selecting the best books for IBPS PO 2026 is important, but books should be part of a broader preparation

strategy. Use standard books to build concepts, previous year questions to understand exam trends, and mock

tests to improve speed, accuracy and time management. For the 2026 cycle, candidates should particularly

follow the revised Mains pattern and focus on Reasoning, General/Economy/Banking/Digital/Financial

Awareness, English Language, Data Analysis & Interpretation, and Descriptive Essay & Comprehension.

Avoid collecting too many resources; revise a limited set repeatedly and keep your current-affairs preparation

updated.
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