EXAMTUNE

BANKING AWARENESS FOR IBPS PO 2026

Important Topics, RBI Circulars, Digital Banking, Financial Awareness & Current Affairs

Updated: 9 September 2026 | Mains Exam: 4 October 2026

Banking Awareness for IBPS PO Mains: important RBI, banking, digital payment, financial
awareness and current affairs topics for smart preparation.

Banking Awareness for IBPS PO is one of the most important preparation areas for candidates targeting the
IBPS PO Mains examination. Under the revised CRP PO/MT-XVI exam pattern, banking knowledge is covered
within the General, Economy, Banking, Digital and Financial Awareness including RBI Circulars section.

As of 9 September 2026, the IBPS PO Preliminary Examination has already been conducted on 22 and 23
August 2026. The preliminary result is awaited, while the IBPS PO Mains Exam is scheduled for 4 October
2026. Therefore, candidates preparing for Mains should now give special attention to IBPS PO Banking
Awareness, RBI circulars, banking current affairs, monetary policy, financial awareness and digital banking.

Banking Awareness for IBPS PO: Current Exam Overview

Particular Details

Exam Name IBPS PO / MT CRP-XVI

Conducting Body Institute of Banking Personnel Selection (IBPS)
Current Status Prelims Conducted; Prelims Result Awaited
Prelims Exam Date 22 & 23 August 2026

Mains Exam Date 4 October 2026

General / Economy / Banking / Digital / Financial Awareness

Awareness Section . . .
including RBI Circulars

Questions in Awareness Section 50 Questions
Maximum Marks 60 Marks
Sectional Time 35 Minutes
Exam Mode Online

Prelims = Mains = Personality Test = Interview —

Selection Process .
Provisional Allotment

Important: The Personality Test introduced under CRP PO/MT-XVI is non-qualifying, but appearing in it is
mandatory for candidates who become eligible for the Interview stage.
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Why IBPS PO Banking Awareness Is Important for Mains

The importance of IBPS PO Mains Banking Awareness has increased significantly under the revised exam
pattern. The awareness section now carries 60 marks through 50 questions, making General Economy
Banking Awareness an important scoring area in the objective Mains examination.

® The awareness section carries 60 marks in IBPS PO Mains.

e RBI Circulars are specifically mentioned in the section title.

® Questions can connect static banking concepts with recent financial developments.
e Banking knowledge is also useful during the Interview stage.

e Regular revision can help candidates attempt factual questions quickly.

Banking Awareness Important Topics for IBPS PO

Candidates should combine static banking awareness with banking current affairs, RBI updates and financial
developments. The following are the most important areas to include in your Banking Awareness syllabus
preparation.

1. Banking Basics and Banking System in India

Start your IBPS PO Banking Awareness preparation by developing a clear understanding of how the Indian
banking system works.

® Meaning and functions of banks
®  Commercial banks

®  Public Sector Banks

®  Private Sector Banks

e Regional Rural Banks

e Co-operative Banks

®  Small Finance Banks

®  Payments Banks

® Scheduled and Non-Scheduled Banks
®  Types of bank accounts

® Savings Account

®  Current Account

®  Fixed Deposit

®  Recurring Deposit

® Loans and advances

® Cheque and Demand Draft

® KYC and customer identification
®* Nomination in bank accounts

Preparation Tip: Do not memorise banking definitions only. Understand the practical purpose of each
banking product and institution.

2. RBI Awareness and Monetary Policy

RBI Awareness for Bank Exams should be given very high priority because the Reserve Bank of India regulates
India's banking and monetary system and RBI Circulars are specifically included in the 2026 Mains awareness
section.

®  Functions of Reserve Bank of India
® Role of RBI as regulator and supervisor
®  Monetary Policy Committee
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®  Monetary Policy Framework

® Repo Rate

¢ Standing Deposit Facility (SDF)

®  Marginal Standing Facility (MSF)
* Bank Rate

®  Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR)

e  Statutory Liquidity Ratio (SLR)

®  Open Market Operations

® Liquidity management

® Inflation management

® RBI notifications and circulars

® RBI Master Directions

®  Customer protection guidelines
e RBI digital and payment initiatives

Preparation Tip: For RBI Circulars for IBPS PO, follow the latest RBI notifications instead of relying only on
old static banking books.

3. Banking Terminology for IBPS PO

Banking Terminology for IBPS PO is an important scoring area because banking and financial terms are
frequently connected with current banking news.

®  Non-Performing Asset (NPA)

®  Gross NPA and Net NPA

e (Capital Adequacy Ratio

* CRAR

® Basel norms

®  Priority Sector Lending

®  MSME classification and banking relevance
®  Provisioning

® Asset classification

e CASA deposits

* Liquidity

® Credit Risk

®*  Market Risk

®  Operational Risk

®  Financial Inclusion

®  Financial Literacy

® Banking Ombudsman and RBI Integrated Ombudsman framework

4. Digital Banking and Payment Systems

Digital Banking for IBPS PO has become increasingly important. Candidates should understand payment
systems, their operating institutions, basic features and important regulatory updates.

® Unified Payments Interface (UPI)
® National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI)

e NEFT
® RTGS
e |MPS
® AEPS
® RuPay
* BBPS
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* NACH

* Digital wallets

® |nternet Banking

®  Mobile Banking

®  Point of Sale systems

® (QR-based payments

e Central Bank Digital Currency (e)
e Digital lending

® Tokenisation

®  Cyber security in banking

®  Phishing and online banking fraud
®  Customer protection in digital transactions

Preparation Tip: While studying Digital Financial Awareness, learn both the full form and practical use of
each payment system.

5. Banking and Financial Institutions in India

Financial Institutions in India are another important part of Banking and Financial Awareness. Candidates
should know the basic role, functions and regulatory responsibilities of major institutions.

e Reserve Bank of India (RBI)

e Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI)

e National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD)
e Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI)

e National Housing Bank (NHB)

®  Export-Import Bank of India (EXIM Bank)

® Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI)
®  Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority (PFRDA)

® NPCI

e Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation (DICGC)

Candidates should also revise recent appointments, reports, regulatory announcements and important
initiatives related to these institutions.

6. Government Schemes and Financial Inclusion

Government Schemes for Bank Exams are closely connected with banking, insurance, pensions, credit and
financial inclusion.

e Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana

® Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana

e Stand-Up India

®  Atal Pension Yojana

e  Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana
e Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana

® Direct Benefit Transfer

®*  PM SVANidhi

®  Financial inclusion initiatives

®  Social security schemes connected with banking
®  MSME credit initiatives

e  Agricultural and rural credit initiatives

Preparation Tip: For every scheme, revise its objective, target beneficiaries, implementing ministry or
institution and important recent changes.
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7. Economy and Financial Awareness for IBPS PO

Financial Awareness for IBPS PO should include basic economic concepts because banking questions are often
linked with inflation, monetary policy, government finances and financial markets.

®  GDP and economic growth
* Inflation

® Deflation

e Stagflation

®  Fiscal Policy

®  Monetary Policy

®  Fiscal Deficit

e Revenue Deficit

®  Current Account Deficit

e Balance of Payments

®  Foreign Exchange Reserves
®  Money Market

e Capital Market

®  Government Securities

® Treasury Bills

®* Bonds

®  Mutual Funds

® Union Budget 2026-27

®  Economic Survey 2025-26

8. Banking Current Affairs for IBPS PO Mains

Banking Current Affairs should be prepared alongside static concepts. For the upcoming Mains examination,
candidates should continue following important banking and financial developments right up to the
examination.

e |Latest RBI Monetary Policy decisions

® RBIcirculars and regulatory changes

® Banking sector appointments

®  Bank mergers, acquisitions and partnerships

® New banking products and services

® Digital payment developments

e UPI and NPCl updates

®  Government financial schemes

e  SEBI updates

e  NABARD developments

® SIDBI initiatives

e |RDAI and PFRDA developments

e  Reports and financial indices

® |mportant economic data

e National and international financial developments
® |mportant MoUs involving banks and financial institutions

Important: Candidates often hear that only the “last six months” of current affairs are required. IBPS does
not prescribe such a fixed current-affairs period in the exam pattern. Therefore, recent months should
receive maximum priority, but important earlier developments should not be ignored completely.
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IBPS PO Mains Banking Awareness High-Priority Topics

Area Priority What to Prepare

RBI functions, MPC, policy tools, RBI
RBI & Monetary Policy Very High Circulars and latest regulatory

developments

Recent banking, financial and
Banking Current Affairs Very High 5

regulatory news

. . . NPA, Basel, CRAR, PSL, banking

Banking Terminology High ]

products and regulations

.. . . UPI, NPCI, NEFT, RTGS, IMPS, AEPS,

Digital Banking Very High ]

RuPay and cyber security

. . . . RBI, SEBI, NABARD, SIDBI, IRDAI, PFRDA,

Financial Institutions High

NHB and EXIM Bank

. Financial inclusion, credit, insurance

Government Schemes High .

and pension schemes

. GDP, inflation, fiscal policy, Budget and

Economy High .

Economic Survey

Banking structure, bank types,
Static Banking Awareness Medium to High . 5 o .yp

terminology and institutional facts

How to Prepare Banking Awareness for IBPS PO Mains

With the IBPS PO Mains scheduled for 4 October 2026, candidates should now use a focused preparation
approach instead of reading banking news randomly.

Daily Banking Awareness Preparation

®  Study one static banking concept every day.

e Read important RBI and banking updates.

e Revise current banking and financial affairs.

e Attempt Banking Awareness MCQs.

®  Maintain short notes for facts, rates, reports and appointments.

Weekly Banking Awareness Preparation

e Revise RBI Monetary Policy and RBI Circulars.

e Revise one complete set of banking terminology.

®  Practice Banking Awareness quizzes.

® Review wrong answers and add them to revision notes.

® Revise important financial institutions and government schemes.

Banking Awareness Preparation Plan Before 4 October 2026

Phase Focus Area
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Concept Building

Banking basics, RBI, monetary policy, banking terminology
and financial institutions

Current Affairs Coverage

Banking news, RBI Circulars, government schemes, financial
developments and economy

Digital & Financial Awareness

UPI, NPCI, NEFT, RTGS, IMPS, digital banking, payment
systems and cyber security

Final Revision

Short notes, current affairs, RBl updates, important schemes
and full Mains mocks

Best Sources for IBPS PO Banking Awareness

For accurate IBPS PO General Awareness and Banking Awareness preparation, candidates should give

preference to reliable and official sources.

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) - Monetary policy, notifications, circulars and banking regulation
Institute of Banking Personnel Selection (IBPS) - Official recruitment and examination updates
NPCI - UPI and payment-system information

SEBI - Securities-market regulations and updates

NABARD - Agriculture and rural-development banking

Press Information Bureau - Government schemes and official announcements

Common Mistakes in Banking Awareness Preparation

Preparing only banking current affairs and ignoring static concepts.

Ignoring RBI Circulars despite their specific inclusion in the Mains section.
Memorising policy rates without understanding their purpose.

Ignoring Digital Financial Awareness and payment systems.

Depending on outdated banking notes.

Using too many current-affairs sources.

Not revising monthly current affairs.

Skipping Banking Awareness mock tests and MCQs.

Ignoring the Union Budget and Economic Survey.

Studying schemes without learning their objective and implementing authority.

Expert Tips for IBPS PO Banking Awareness

Connect every major banking news item with its underlying static concept.

Give high priority to RBI notifications and monetary policy developments.

Revise Banking Awareness notes repeatedly instead of reading them only once.
Create separate short notes for RBI, schemes, digital banking and financial institutions.
Practice objective questions immediately after completing a topic.

Revise important abbreviations, headquarters, regulators and institutional functions.
Keep your Banking Current Affairs preparation updated until the Mains examination.
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Conclusion

Banking Awareness for IBPS PO should now be a major part of every Mains candidate's preparation. With the
revised awareness section carrying 50 questions for 60 marks in 35 minutes, candidates should prepare RBI
Circulars, monetary policy, banking terminology, digital payments, financial institutions, government schemes,
economy and Banking Current Affairs in a structured way.

As the IBPS PO Mains Exam is scheduled for 4 October 2026, focus on current and reliable information, revise
frequently, practise Mains-level MCQs and use official sources for important banking and financial updates.

Additional Important Article

IBPS Clerk Notification 2026 - Check Latest Updates, Vacancy, Exam Date & Eligibility

For official updates, always refer to IBPS and RBI sources mentioned in the article.
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